Fat hypertrophy in a pharyngeal reconstruction flap presenting as an enlarging neck mass: demonstration of benign changes with PET/CT.
The patient is a 73-year-old man with a history of radioresistant recurrent squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx, treated with total laryngectomy/pharyngectomy and rectus abdominis deep inferior epigastric perforator flap reconstruction, who presented with a painless enlarging neck mass. Physical examination revealed increased neck bulk and fiberoptic nasopharyngolaryngoscopy was negative. The clinician was concerned about underlying recurrent neoplasm or adenopathy displacing the flap outward and referred the patient for PET/CT.